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N E W  BOOKS.  

Longman's School Geography. By GEORGE G. CHISHOLM, M.A., B.Se. London : 
Longmans, Green, and Co., 1886. 

In preparing his School Geography~ Mr. Chisholm has avoided most of the 
errors into which the compilers of such books in this country are prone to fall. I f  
he has gone abroad, and particularly to Germany, for his models, he has been 
careful not to follow them slavishly. In describing the book as a "School"  
Geography, the author must obviously have in view only middle-class and upper- 
class schools, and Training Colleges ; for a book of 320 pages, costing 3s. 6d., is of 
course out of the question in the case of elementary schools. In two respects 
particularly the work deserves high praise. The one is the prominence given to 
the physical character of each country, in relation to political and industrial 
details ; the other is that the pages are not over-burdened with names. The first 
feature makes the book eminently instructive, the second makes it distinctly 
interesting. Of the educative use made of physical characteristics, a good example 
is found in the treatment of Scandinavia, where the sparseness of the population is 
ascl~bed to the position and the natural features of the country. " A  large part of 
the peninsula," it is pointed out, " lies within the Arctic Circle, and though the 
western shores are under peculiarly favourable influences as regards climate, the 
benefit of these influences is felt only to a slight distance inland, owing to the 
nature of the surface." In explanation of this, notice is taken of the fact that 
" the  greater part of the peninsula consists of a plateau of hard rocks, which sinks 
abruptly down on the west or Norwegian side," and that the greater part of its 
surface is everywhere too high for cultivation. " I t  is not even covered to any 
great extent with pastures, but chiefly with mosses and lichens, where it does not 
rise above the limit of perpetual snow." References are constantly made to the 
Physical Introduction where the author is dealing with specific peculiarities : the 
peculiar influences affecting the climate of Scandinavia, for instance, are explained 
by a reference to the Gulf Stream in the introductory chapter. And in this and 
other ways a constant appeal is made to the reasoning faculties of the student, 
as well as to the observing powers of his mind. I t  is satisfactory to find that 
the surface of Scotland is for once correctly described in a school text-book. 
"There is nothing," Mr. Chisholm says, " tha t  can be called a mountain chain or 
range. The whole region is, like Wales, an area covered everywhere (except 
in the parts of the east already mentioned) by mountains and hills separated 
by deep valleys (glens), which have been hollowed out in what seems to have 
been once an elevated plateau." Of the second feature referred to above--the 
paucity of names--examples might be quoted from every chapter, and in con- 
nection with every country, in the book. Nowhere do we find the long and 
barren lists that form so repulsive a feature of most school books of geography. 
The places that -~re mentioned are skilfully woven into the narrative of physical, 
commercial, or other noteworthy peculiarities. Sound judgment is on the whole 
shown in the selection of places, the rule adopted being to give no place that is 
not worthy of being noticed and remembered, not only in the country to which 
it belongs, but also outside of it. In Scotland, again to take an example from near 
home~ only thirty towns are given, and scarcely any place of general interest is 
omitted. We miss, it is true, such centres of industry in different lines as Renfrew 
and Stonehaven, and places of historic interest like Dumbarton, Linlithgow, and 
Dunbar. Probably, however, we are influenced by provincial partiality : in such 
cases the standpoint of the impartial spectator is the safest. Other valuable 
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574 NEW BOOKS. 

features of the work are the attention bestowed on ethnography, and the frequent 
references made to the etymology and significance of geographical names. We are 
glad to he able to acknowledge the accuracy of the account given of the genesis 
of the Anglo-Scottish, or Scoto-English, language : we have rarely seen the point 
so clearly put. The special chapters on Mathematical and Physical Geography are 
extremely well done. Note may also be taken of the excellent description of the 
Alps in a special chapter between those on Germany and Switzerland. The whole 
book is written in a good style--plain and terse. The illustrations are admirable, 
and truly educative, and, like the letterpress, they are extremely well printed. 

Reconoci~iento del Rio Buta~Palena i del Canal Fallos por el Vapor de la rcpublica 
" Toro," bajo ladireecion del Capitan graduado de Fregata, Do~ RA~os SER- 
R.~'O, M. Santiago de Chile, Imprenta Iqacional, Moneda, 112, 1886. 

The second part of this report is the more valuable from a practical point of 
view. I t  is well known that vessels passing along the western coast of Patagonia 
have been accustomed to take advantage of the long fiord-like channel which runs 
for 200 miles between the Gulf of Pefias (47 ° 40' S. lat.) and the Gulf of Trinidad, 
and that it would be even more extensively used if it were not for the dangerous 
English I~arrows--Angostura Inglesa. On the one side of this channel lies the 
mainland; on the other extends what was till quite recently known as Welling- 
ton Island but has been proved by Captain Ramon Serrano to be a group of 
islands. The southern island still retains the old name; it is separated on the 
north by the Latorre Channel from Serrano Island, which in its turn is separated 
from Pratt  Island by a channel, the western part of which is named after Cortes 
Ojca, and the eastern after Serrano's vessel, the Toro. These cross channels com- 
municate with a great channel which runs north and south, parallel with the 
northern part of Messier Channel, and which it was supposed might supply even a 
better passage from the Gulf of Pefias than the Messier Channel itself. Unfortun- 
ately, the Fallos Channel, instead of continuing southward behind the protection of the 
islands as far as the Gulf of Trinidad, terminates south-eastward in a narrow cul-de- 
sac, called the Maehado Channel, and south-westward in the broad Ladrillero 
Channel, which opens directly into the Pacific. While Captain Serrano has thus 
been obliged to disappoint the expectations of Chilian navigators, he has found for 
them one or two new harbours, the most important of which is Puerto Grande. 
The first part of his volume is occupied with his explorations of the Buta-Palena. 
On the 27th January 1885 he reached the anchorage of the Piti-Palena, when the 
season was much advanced and the water of the river had decreased, so as to render 
the ascent more difficult. The Piti-Palena inlet is a small arm of the sea running 
inland for 7 miles in a S.E. direction. The' west side is formed for the most part 
of a low island, a kind of delta formed by the Buta-Palena, which Serrano calls 
the Isla de Los Leones. The eastern side is composed of high steep hills, clothed 
halfway up with forest, but bare on the top ; and the depth along the coast is seldom 
less than 150 feet. The mouth of the inlet is opposite the Corcovado Gulf, in the 
parallel of 43 ° 46' S. lat. Its entrance is protected by Huala or Guala Point, a 
rocky promontory, forming on the south side a fine bay, which however is too 
deep for anchoring. Passing up the inlet, a good anchorage in 40 feet is 
found off the Isla de los Leones. In rainy weather the hills are adorned with 
waterfalls and streams ; but a few days' drought is enough to make them all dis- 
appear, and ships would require to water on the island. The rocks and caves of 
this coast used to be frequented by seals, but they have been driven away by that 
indiscriminate hunting which is gradually rooting them out along all the Pata- 
gonian coasts. The Island de los Leones is 3~ miles long by one wide, and has a 
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surface of 1200 hectares, covered with trees of all the species that grow in the 
Chiloe islands. There are several lagoons in the interior abounding in fish. In 
this vicinity strange noises are heard, which have helped to keep alive the belief in 
the "Ci ty  of the Cmsars," which we still found had such a hold on the people of the 
island of Quehui that they attempted to persuade our men to desert the ship, and 
not risk their lives in an expedition to the demon-guarded spot. Captain Musters 
mentions that he heard similar noises on the eastern side of the Cordillera, and 
found the natives explaining' them by a similar legend, although t h e y  were 
evidently produced by a volcano in action. Moraleda, the pilot, thought that the 
noises were produced by the winds striking the sea and the hollows of the coast in 
the various gullies and gorges. "For  my part," says Serrano, " I  have often listened 
to them, and they seem to have their origin near at hand, and could not be the 
same as those heard on the other side of the Cordillera ; and as the days on which 
I heard them were exceptionally calm, I am disposed to think that they are pro- 
duced not by the winds, but by avalanches." 

The mouth of the Rio Buta-Palena is crossed by a bar of sand, which during 
the dry season (January to March) renders the river accessible only to vessels 
drawing 8 feet, but in the rest of the year allows the passage of vessels drawing 
16 feet. 

l~ersia, the Land  of the Imams ." a Narrative of  Travel and Residence, 1871-1885. 
By JamES B.~SSnTT, Missionary of the Presbyterian Board. New York, 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1886. Pp. xviii, 244. No Index. Sketch Map, 
showing routes. 

Mr. Bassett, leaving New York on August 9th, 1871, reached Trebizond on 
12th September, and thence started overland for Urmiah, or, as he spells it, 
Oroomiah. His route led him by Gumish Khanah (House of Silver), Beyburt, 
Erzerflm, Takah, Mullah Suliman, Kara Kallesia, Utch Kallesia (where he was 
shown the tomb of half the body of John the Baptist), Kizil Diza (a village in- 
habited by Yezdis), Dclamon, and Gavalan. The account of this journey, and a 
description of the city of Urmiah, with its Nestorian settlement and American 
missions, occupies the first three chapters. We next have the author's journey, 
May 28th- -Ju ly  18th, 1871, from Urmiah by Gavalan and Kalasar to Tabriz, thence 
by Zengan, Sultaniah, and Kazvin to Tehran ; from Tehran to Hamadan, and thence 
home to Urmiah. Chapter wH. takes us in April by a well-known route from 
Tehran by Kum and Kashan to Ispahan ; and Chapter Ix. from the same centre 
north-west by Rasht, Lankoran, Baku, Shirwan, to Tiflis and Poti. Two chapters 
are devoted to a journey in April 1878, between Tehran and Mashhad, and the rest 
of the volume is occupied by a general sketch of Persia, a "bibl iography" of some 
72 entries, and a one-page table of distances and altitudes. As Mr. Bassett hardly 
ever diverged from the beaten track, he contributes comparatively little of abso- 
lutely new material to the geography of the country; but even those who have 
read many volumes about Persia will find matter of entertainment in his pages. 
The accounts of Urmiah, on the one hand, and of Mashhad on the other, are per- 
haps the most interesting. It  is curious to find an American, in spite of such an 
outstanding instance as Salt Lake City, propounding the doctrine that the body of 
water generally known as Lake of Urmia or Maragha, and by the Persians as 
Dariatche Shahi, is "no t  properly termed a lake, since the waters are salt." In his 
attempt to render the pronunciation of Persian words clear to the English eye, Mr. 
Bassett is sometimes hardly happy. Koom and Nishapoor are, of course, recognised 
forms as well as Nishapfir and Kfim ; but the " house of A l e "  rather suggests a 
tavern than the dynasty of the great Caliph, and if Poti, the current spelling, runs 
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5 7 6  NEW BOOKS. 

a risk of being rimed with " n o t  I," Pore is in equal danger of being rimed 
with "rote." Mr. Bassett is generally careful to give the altitudes of the principal 
points along his route--a matter of no small interest in Persia, where many of the 
more important cities are built at what in Europe would be an extraordina~y 
elevation above the sea. 

Risultati dell' Inchiesta sulle condizioni igieniche e sanitarie nei comuni del Rcgno. 
Parte Prima. Roma, 1886. Pp. xvi, 182. 

This is another of the publications of the Statistical Department of Italy which, 
under P~'ofessor Bodio's direction, has done so much for the statistics, not of Italy 
only, but of Europe. We have here a systematic survey of the medical geography 
of each of the sixty-nine provincial chief towns of Italy. The information was 
furnished in reply to a schedule of inquiry sent out to the " Sindics" of the Com- 
munes by the Minister of the Interior, and is remarkably full and definite. 

N E W  M A P S .  

(Eclited by Professor James Geikie, LL.D., F._R,S.) 

ASIA.  
l~tTitlgt,, with parts of India, China, and Siam. Cmnpiled from the latest 

Surveys, with additions from observations, by Mr. J. A ~ A ~  BnYCE. Scale, 47 
miles to an inch. 

Proceedi~gs of the Royal Geographical Society, August 1886. 

At  the present time this handy and complete little map' ought to prove 
specially useflfl and interesting. I t  accompanies Mr. Annau Bryee's Paper on 
" Burma: the Co,retry and its People," and incorporates a w~riety of information-- 
the distribution of the peoples, minerals, and commercial products. 

AFRICA.  
AFRIKA~ Spezial Karte yon - - ,  in Massstab yon 1:4,000,000. 10 Blatt. 

Entworfen yon HER~.~N HABENICHT, bearbeitet yon demselben, BRuNo DOMANN, 
und Dr. RIORARD L~)DDECKE. Gothc" : Justus Perthes, _Price, 18 M. 

This splendid large map, which is now completed, really represents ahnost all 
our cartographic knowledge of Africa up to the present year, 1886. Although not 
beautifully engraved or produced as a piece of nfinutely artistic map work, yet, 
as a specimen of geographical compilation, it certainly is, as it was intended to be, 
a very fitting monument to the centenary of the great geographical publishing house 
of Justus Perthes. Herr Habenicht ~nd the other geographers who have been 
engaged' on the map, deserve to be congratulated on the evidently very thorough 
and complete manner in which they have carried out their task. A useful feature, 
which should be more generally adopted in publishing such maps, is a leaflet 
along with each sheet acknowledging the sources from which it  has been 
compiled. The orographical and ethnographical inset maps are supplements of 
great value. 

LODI~.RITg-LAI~D, Itiner~r und Trigonometrische Aufnahmen in , yon H. 
Potato. Massstab, t : 1,000,000. 

l~etermann's Mitteilungen, Jahrgang 1886, Tafel 11. Gotha : Justus Perthes. 
This little map and its accompanying report is another contributien towards 

our knowledge of Great Namaqua Land, or what the Germans now call " Liideritz- 
Land," after the enterprising merchant who is doing so much towards promoting 
the exploration and commercial development of this great country of sandhills. 
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